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tion, which still links a race with a given continent and colour. Thus
Africa is said to be the home of the black Negro race; Asia the home of
the yellow Mongolian race; Europe of the white Caucasian race;
America of the red Amerind race; while Malaya is credited with still
another type of race.
These categories arc based on wrong premises, and must sooner or
later be abandoned. We shall see that the true picture is very different;
and in essence postulates five major races, which have proceeded out of
Asia into the three world peninsulas (as described in chapter i) in
accord with ease of access. As a result, we have living representatives
of all these five races in Asia and Malaya; of three of them in Africa
and America; and of two of them in Europe and Australia. The fossil
evidence corroborates the race history.
In addition to those scientists who are willing to agree that there
arc, say, half a dozen major races, though they differ as to the definitions
of these races, there are two other groups of anthropological students.
One of these declares that there are so many variations, and that these
grade so indefinitely into one other, that there are innumerable races.
They say that we must wait many years before we have collated the
data requisite to determine the major classes.
The other group goes further and states baldly that there is no such
thing as race; and that all human beings are variants depending on
minor modifications, usually due to isolation in differing environments.
The answer to the objections of these two latter groups is that botanists
and zoologists do not suggest that their classes should be abandoned.
The latter scientists know quite well that every plant and animal is
descended from a simple cell, and in that sense can be linked to every
other plant or animal; though it is highly unlikely that all the in-
numerable "missing links" will ever be clearly made out. No doubt
the absurd stress laid upon race by the Nazis "has tended to make
certain anthropologists swing to the other extreme. Indeed, though
the author is strongly in favour of racial classification, he agrees that
in most cases the effect of race is negligible compared with that of
environment and culture.
THE ZONES AND STRATA TECHNIQUE EXPLAINING DISTRIBUTIONS
It was his use on world maps of the isopleth method in charting the
criteria of race, in conjunction with the findings in W. D. Matthew's;